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DE Birth Rate Declines as Number of Births
fo Hispanic Women Falls

“The preliminary number

of U.S. births in 2010 Between 2001 and 2007, Delaware’s general fertility rate increased 10.7 percent to 68.4 births

CERNVIORN:CCCM  per 1,000 women aged 15-44. After 2007, general fertility rates in Delaware and the

R ) ln.2.009; G nation began to decline, and in 2010, rates were 6 percent lower than in 2007.

general fertility rate

(64.1 per 1,000 women The number of births in Delaware increased between since 2001 and 2007. From 2007

aged 15-44 years) also to 2010, the number of births declined by 7 percent; 61 percent of the overall decline in

declined in 2010 (by 3 births was accounted for by a decrease in the number of births to Hispanic mothers and

percent). 39 percent was accounted for by the decline in the number of births to non-Hispanic

mothers.
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“The drop in U.S. birth
rate after the onset of
the Great Recession was
led by foreign-born
women, whose birth
rates plunged 14% from
2007 to 2010.”2
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The recent decline in Delaware fertility rates was also apparent in the fertility rates for Hispanic women,
which started to drop in 2006. From 2006 to 2010, Hispanic fertility rates declined by 37.8 percent, from
145.2 t0 90.3, while fertility rates for non-Hispanic mothers remained stable from 2000 to 2010.

Annual General Fertility Rates by Ethnicity
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Among the specified Hispanic subgroups, the percentage of births to Mexican mothers declined 31
percent between 2006 and 2010, the percentage of births to Central/South American and other Hispanic
mothers declined 17 percent between 2008 and 2010, and the percentage of births to Puerto Rican and
Cuban mothers remained relatively stable.

Despite the large decrease in the percentages of births to Mexican mothers, their 2010 percentage was
1.5 times that of Central/South American and other Hispanic mothers, twice that of Puerto Rican
mothers, and 100 times that of Cuban mothers.

Annual Percent of Live Births by Specific Hispanic Subgroup
Delaware, 2000-2010
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Technical Notes:

1. General fertility rates (GFR) represent the total number of births per 1,000 women 15-44 years of age.
2. GFR by ethnicity were calculated using the population estimates from Delaware Population

Consortium.
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If you have comments, suggestions, and/or questions, please contact
the Delaware Health Statistics Center at (302) 744-4541.
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