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Mean Gestational Age by Plurality
Delaware, 2004-2008

Infants who do not

reach full-term
gestation, defined as
infants born at 39-41 40 -
weeks of gestation,
have higher risks of 35
morbidity and 35.3
mortality, which
increase as the
gestational age
decreases’. Infants
of plural, or multiple
births, are more likely
to be born preterm
(less than 37 weeks
gestation) than
infants of singleton
births. In 2004-2008,
the mean gestational
age of singleton 5
infants was 38.7
weeks, versus 35.3
weeks for twins, and
32 weeks for triplets. Singleton Twin Triplet

Plurality

30 A

25 -

20 A

15 -

10 -

Mean Gestational Age in Weeks

Source: Delaware Health Statistics Center

-8 DELAWARE HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES
Division of Public Health

1. Martin JA, Hamilton BE,
Sutton PD, Ventura SJ,
Mathews Osterman MJK.
Births: Final data for 2008.
National vital statistics . .
reports; vol 59 no 1. If you have comments, suggestions, and/or questions, please contact
Hyattsville, MD: National the Delaware Health Statistics Center at (302) 744-4541.

Center for Health Statistics.

2010. Reported by Barbara Gladders

DHSC 1 1/28/2011



